
Handout 2.6 Practices That Support Scaffolding and Learning

1. Use formative assessments. The purpose of any assessment is to uncover the learner’s strengths and inform 

the teacher of deficits in student understandings or skills—as well as reveal the effectiveness of instruction. 

Formative assessments may include

•• observing students;

•• sitting in on small group discussions;

•• asking students to explain their thinking; and

•• utilizing mini-conferences.

2. Offer regular, nonthreatening feedback, such as

•• making specific comments throughout the process regarding students’ work;

•• focusing on two or three areas of particular need;

•• addressing major needs first—minor errors last;

•• connecting feedback to student learning goals; and

•• pointing out specific revision tasks.

3. Read aloud books, articles, and other texts in your content area regularly. Hints for creating engaging read-

alouds are listed below.

•• Tell students your purpose in reading the text. Why did you choose the piece? What do you want stu-

dents to gain from it?

•• Don’t feel you need to read an entire article; pertinent passages may be enough to capture students’ 

interest, provide additional information, or show how experts in the field approach text.

•• Offer printed text, if available, and have students follow along as you read.

•• As a proficient reader, demonstrate to students how you approach challenging text or unlock unfamiliar 

vocabulary.

•• Don’t quiz students after a read-aloud, although you may want to ask them to respond to the content 

orally, in writing, or with a partner.

•• Find a great young adult novel related to your content and read a few pages before the end of class each 

day to show students the entire pleasure in reading.

4. Build background knowledge prior to reading. Differentiate instruction by offering more background to 

those students who need more help.
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