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Module 3.2
How Do We Engage All Students in Reading 

and Writing?
Pages 87–102

Estimated Time: 1 Hour, 30 Minutes

Prior to Meeting

•	 Have participants read pages 87 to 102, beginning with the section titled “Audience and Purpose in 

Writing.”

•	 Ask participants to focus on a student similar to Vanessa. This student may exhibit one or more of the 

following characteristics:

{{ A tendency to approach writing as a chore

{{ Difficulty with logical constructions in writing

{{ A (mild) desire to improve, but no understanding of how to achieve improvement

{{ A pattern of attempts at success in academics that resulted in few triumphs

Materials You Need for This Module

•	 PowerPoint slides for Chapter 3, Module 2

•	 Chart paper and markers

•	 Drawing and writing materials for each participant (markers, pens, pencils, blank paper, lined paper)

•	 Copies of Standards for Motivation and Engagement

Segment One: Introduction (Approximately 10 Minutes)

1. Project the first two slides to introduce the module.

2. Project PowerPoint Slides 3 and 4 and explain that the sentence on PowerPoint Slide 4 is the last 

sentence of the third descriptor of college- and career-ready students in the introduction to the CCSS.

3. Have participants turn and talk to a neighbor regarding the following questions.
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•	 Why do you think the authors, Lent and Gilmore, chose to leave this sentence out of the description 

at the start of Chapter 3? 

•	 Why is this statement important for English/Language Arts teachers to consider?

Segment Two: Engaging Students in Writing (Approximately 20 Minutes)

1. Remind participants that Vanessa’s lack of engagement in writing came partly because she approached 

writing as something she had to do for a grade, not as a chance to express her own voice. Ask participants 

to consider the case-study students they selected and to think about whether the obstacles they face are 

similar to or different from Vanessa’s difficulty in establishing voice in writing.

2. Project PowerPoint Slide 5.

3. Have participants reread the paragraph Vanessa wrote on page 89. Then have participants work in groups 

of 2 to 4 to generate ideas—other than the one presented in the book—for helping Vanessa improve 

voice in her writing. If they get stuck, invite them to revisit the ideas listed on pages 92 and 93.

4. Ask each small group to present one teaching idea to the entire group. List these ideas on chart paper as 

they are presented. When all groups have presented, ask participants to point out what the ideas have 

in common and to share observations about teaching voice and helping students to develop concern for 

what they write.

Segment Three: Mr. Hall’s Narrative Writing Assignment (Approximately 30 Minutes)

1. Have participants reread the bottom paragraph of page 90 and the text below the sidebar on page 91. 

Then invite participants to try Mr. Hall’s idea out themselves. Ask each participant to sketch a quick 

map of a neighborhood, building, or house they lived in as a child. Invite them to include the following 

information on the map in whatever visual way they wish:

•	 An object taller than they were as a child

•	 A place where they were physically (or emotionally) hurt

•	 A place or object they associate primarily with another person

•	 Something or somewhere they weren’t allowed to get near or had to be careful about

•	 A place or object associated with strong, positive feelings

2. Project PowerPoint Slide 6.

3. Ask each participant to choose just one object or specific location from the map and describe it in a letter 

to a relative or childhood friend. Remind them that this is a fast-write and that they do not need to have 

perfect grammar or style; rather, they should get their ideas down as quickly as possible. Allow at least  

5 to 10 minutes for this writing activity.

4. Have participants turn and share their letter with a partner. If they do wish to read their writing aloud, 

participants may paraphrase what they wrote.

5. Ask volunteers from the group to answer the following questions:

•	 In what ways does this activity promote voice in writing? Did you find yourself adopting a particular 

voice as you wrote?

•	 How could you expand, modify, or add to this writing assignment to keep students generating new 

ideas for narrative?

•	 Which of the Standards for Motivation and Engagement are covered in this assignment and how?
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Segment Four: The Importance of Audience (Approximately 20 Minutes)

1. Project the prompt on PowerPoint Slide 7.

2. Allow three minutes for each participant to write one or two sentences in response to this prompt.

3. Tell the participants that you wish to assemble a “reading panel” of 4 to 5 people who we might imagine 

fitting various stereotypes: the judgmental English teacher, a student, a grandmother, etc. Choose or ask 

participants to help you choose other participants who can embody these stereotypes (a little acting can 

go a long way here). Line these 4 to 5 participants up in front of the whole group.

4. Ask the seated participants to revisit their 1 to 2 sentence answers to the prompt keeping each stereo-

typed reader in mind. Invite them to make any changes or alterations based on the idea of reading their 

responses to one specific person on the panel. Give them 3 to 4 minutes to work.

5. Ask for a volunteer who rewrote his or her sentences for different members of the panel to read for the 

group. You might invite the participant to stand and face each member of the panel (encourage the panel 

members to act their parts) as he or she reads.

6. Ask for volunteers to share their reactions to this exercise with the group. Use these questions to prompt 

responses:

•	 How can visualizing or seeing a specific audience change the way students approach their writing?

•	 How could an extension of this exercise help students with academic writing?

Segment Five: Voice and Audience in the Classroom (Approximately 5 Minutes)

1. Project PowerPoint Slide 8.

2. Tell participants that their assignment for the next session is to try out one idea from the how-to lists on 

pages 92 and 93 (for voice) or 94 to 99 (for audience) in their own classrooms. Ask them to come to the 

next session prepared to discuss this element of their teaching.

Segment Six: Respond in Your Learning Log (Approximately 5 Minutes)

1. Project PowerPoint Slide 9 and read it aloud.

2. Ask participants to respond to the slide in their writing logs.


