
Module 4.1
How to Go Deeper

Creating Analytical Thinkers

Pages 103–122

Estimated Time: 1 Hour, 35 Minutes

Prior to Meeting

•	 Have participants read pages 103 to 122, stopping at the section titled “A Critical Look at Close 

Reading.”

•	 Remind participants of their assignment from Chapter 3, Module 2.

•	 Ask participants to focus on an aliterate student similar to Gerome or Darius. This student might exhibit 

one or more of the following characteristics:

{{ Average or above-average reading or writing ability

{{ Lack of motivation for classroom tasks

{{ Out-of-school interests at which he or she excels

{{ Lack of involvement in school-related activities

{{ Difficulty with authority

Materials You Need for This Module

•	 PowerPoint slides for Chapter 4, Module 1

•	 Chart paper on stand and markers

•	 Copies of Standards for Motivation and Engagement

•	 Copies of Handout 4.1 printed from http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2013/07/17/

boston_bomber_rolling_stone_cover_with_dzokhar_tsarnaev_is_good_journalism.html

•	 Copies of Handout 4.2 printed from http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2013/07/18/

retailers-rock-stars-rip-rolling-stone-boston-bomber-cover

•	 Copies of Handout 4.3
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Segment One: Introduction (Approximately 15 Minutes)

1. Project the first two slides to introduce the module.

2. Project PowerPoint Slide 3 and explain that the module focuses on these characteristics of a college- 

and career-ready student.

3. Have participants turn and talk to a partner:

•	 Which characteristics from the description does your case-study student exhibit?

•	 What might your case-study student say about his or her own ability to be engaged, open-minded, 

discerning, diligent, or questioning?

4. Place participants in small groups and have them share their assignments from Chapter 3, Module 2. Ask 

them to specifically discuss how attending to voice and audience improved their students’ writing.

Segment Two: Exploring Aliteracy (Approximately 15 Minutes)

1. Project PowerPoint Slide 4 and read aloud.

2. Lead the entire group in a discussion regarding the characteristics of “aliterate” students using the follow-

ing as prompts:

•	 Why would a student choose not to read?

•	 In what ways can aliteracy present a bigger challenge to teachers than illiteracy?

•	 What characteristics or behaviors have you noticed in your case-study student that make learning 

difficult for him or her?

3. Have participants read over the Standards for Motivation and Engagement. Ask them to turn and talk to 

a partner about which standards Ms. Hodges used to engage her aliterate students, Gerome and Darius. 

If necessary, refer participants to pages 108 and 109.

4. Ask for volunteers to share talking points from the discussions.

5. If the talking points didn’t mention it, point out that differentiated instruction and challenge engaged 

Gerome and Darius.

Segment Three: Using Critical Literacy to Dig Deeper (Approximately 40 Minutes)

1. Place participants in small groups. Based on their reading in Chapter 4, ask them to come up with a 

definition of critical literacy to share with the entire group. Provide chart paper and markers if needed.

2. Project PowerPoint Slides 5–9 and read each aloud, pausing after each slide to ask for comments or 

questions. Tell participants that these understandings come from the McLaughlin and DeVoogd resource 

titled Critical Literacy: Enhancing Students’ Comprehension of Text, 2004.

3. Give approximately half the participants Handout 4.1, an article titled “Rolling Stone’s Boston Bomber 

Cover Is Brilliant” (print copies from http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2013/07/17/ 

boston_bomber_rolling_stone_cover_with_dzokhar_tsarnaev_is_good_journalism.html) 

and give the other half Handout 4.2, another article titled “Retailers, Rock Stars Rip Rolling Stone’s Boston 

Bomber Cover” (print copies from http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2013/07/18/

retailers-rock-stars-rip-rolling-stone-boston-bomber-cover). Ask everyone to silently read the 

distributed handouts.
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4. Place participants in small groups determined by their identical handout.

5. Project PowerPoint Slide 10 and ask participants to discuss the questions (taken from “Group 

Evaluation of a News Article,” page 107) with their group members. A recorder should write their answers 

on chart paper, which you pass out as they are reading.

6. Ask small groups to share their charts with the entire group. Allow the groups with Handout 4.1 to go 

first.

7. Discuss how reading this article through a critical literacy lens can create more independent, discerning 

readers than when they simply read for comprehension.

Segment Four: Proficient Readers vs. Discerning Readers (Approximately 15 Minutes)

1. Ask participants to stay in their small groups.

2. Project PowerPoint Slide 11.

3. Pass out Handout 4.3, Proficient Readers vs. Discerning Readers. Ask them to differentiate between the 

two terms by listing characteristics of proficient readers and characteristics of discerning readers in the 

appropriate columns.

4. Have participants share with the entire group as you create a similar T-chart on large paper and record 

their responses. Save the chart to display in future sessions.

Segment Five: Critical Literacy in the Classroom (Approximately 5 Minutes)

1. Project PowerPoint Slide 12.

2. Tell participants that their “assignment” is to find an engaging (perhaps controversial) news article to use 

with students. They may choose to have students complete the group evaluation of a news article (find 

on page 107) or engage in a Socratic Circle (example on pages 120–122). Ask teachers to keep notes about 

the engagement levels of their students, taking particular note of the behaviors of those who are typically 

aliterate.

Segment Six: Respond in Your Learning Log (Approximately 5 Minutes)

1. Project PowerPoint Slide 13 and read aloud.

2. Ask participants to respond to the slide in their writing logs.
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Handout 4.3 Proficient Readers vs. Discerning Readers

Characteristics of Proficient Readers Characteristics of Discerning Readers
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