
APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ DATE: ___________________________

Each of the following scenarios describes someone who is in power. Rank the characters whose 
names are in bold based on your approval of their actions. Give a 1 to the person you most approve 
of and a 4 the person you least approve of. Be sure to note the reasons for your relative approval 
and disapproval since you will be sharing your rankings.

________ 1.  Karen, an elementary school principal, had always been involved in politics at the local level 
in a behind-the-scenes way. She was very effective at encouraging people not to accept how 
things were but always to try to make things better, something she always told her told her 
students and coworkers. So when she complained day after day about how she was ashamed 
to be represented by a senator from her own party who was accused of taking illegal campaign 
contributions, her coworkers said, “Well, do something about it.” So she decided to see if she 
could get enough signatures to run against him in the primary. She didn’t expect to win, but 
she thought that by running she could speak out about the importance of ethics. The whole 
school community chipped in, and the signatures were collected. And then the unexpected 
happened: The senator withdrew from the race because he was convicted. Karen was thrust 
into the spotlight. She didn’t think she’d be elected, but people seemed to want to listen to 
her call to clean up politics. And then in an election surprise, she won a narrow victory. Now 
it was her turn to go to Washington. In the three years since Karen has been elected, she has 
attended every committee meeting and every legislative session. She regularly goes home 
to hold town hall meetings so she can do the best possible job reflecting her state’s views 
when she votes. However, she has not introduced any legislation even though her state is 
suffering from severe economic problems, a contrast to the man whom she defeated who had 
introduced two or three significant pieces of legislation every year. In fact, money that had 
gone to her state was starting to go to other states that had more aggressive representatives.

________ 2.  Joseph’s country was plagued by brutal and corrupt leaders. Although he and his family 
were well-off, he couldn’t stand by to see the suffering of others. He began to meet with 
others who shared his dissatisfaction to discuss what they could do to bring new leadership 
to the country. It took courage to do so, for if the rulers knew what Joseph was doing, his 
life and the lives of his wife and children would surely be in danger. It wasn’t long before 
the word got out, however, and Joseph felt he had to send his family away for their safety. 
They all left except for his oldest son, who wanted to stand beside his father. Joseph 
became more and more outspoken, even after his son was beaten to death by a gang 
Joseph knew was associated with the rulers. But the beating had an effect the rulers 
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 didn’t anticipate. It caused so much anger among the people that massive demonstrations 
were held all over the country. Now it was the rulers who fled, leaving Joseph to lead his 
country. Joseph was uncomfortable with being looked upon as a leader without the benefit of 
an election so he immediately began plans for one. He realized that followers from the previous 
rulers still had most of the country’s wealth and would provide stiff opposition. However, Joe 
felt that he couldn’t seize their wealth or remove them from them from the country because 
those were the sorts of tactics that he opposed. And besides, he was confident that the people 
would support him and his party in any election because he and his party had liberated them. 
Because they were able to bribe so many voters, the followers of the previous regime won the 
election in a close race. Once they were in power again, they were even more brutal than the 
previous rulers were. Their first act was to throw Joseph into prison. But now the eyes of the 
world were on Joseph’s country, and things would perhaps change.

________  3.  Sally headed a group that took over a business that was failing. Many observers criticized the 
takeover because it involved working to depress the price of the company’s stock, though 
everything that Sally and her colleagues did was completely legal. Lots of stockholders lost lots of 
money, but this enabled Sally and her colleagues to gain a majority interest in the company. And 
once she had it, she knew what to do. When Sally became president of the business, her first act 
was to fire all of the older employees because they were making the highest wages, even though 
she knew that because of their age most of these people would not be able to find new jobs. She 
also cut back on benefits. Within a year, the company was back on its feet. Sally kept the same 
policies in force, and soon the company was making an outstanding profit and was able to hire 
even more workers than they ever had before. Sally was rewarded with a $50 million bonus.

________  4.  Ivan was the vice president of small country. He achieved his position because his oldest 
childhood friend was the enormously popular president. Ivan’s primary responsibility was 
overseeing the country’s social programs, and under his leadership his country’s level of 
education had increased tremendously and its hunger had decreased tremendously. Initially, 
his friend the president had taken pride in Ivan’s efforts, but as the years went on, the 
president became more and more concerned with accumulating personal wealth. He also 
became more and more jealous of Ivan’s popularity. Because the president began to take 
money from social programs, the people began to suffer. One evening, Ivan poisoned the 
food of the president, who died a horrible death. Ivan came to power, and he immediately 
restored all of the money to the social programs. The country’s situation continually 
improved under Ivan’s leadership.
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